
 

 
Message from

Patricia Kawahara - Principal
March 28, 2024

Dear Sycamore Valley Families:
I hope you and your family are well.
This past weekend the Shark Fund hosted a highly successful and fun
auction. A big thank you to the auction committee - Adele Young, Christine
Hoffman, Katerina McCormack and Dana Claffey and to all the volunteers and
families who supported the Sycamore Sharks.  
We are moving into a very busy time of year as the school year begins to wind
down. Please note the Dates to Remember listed below and be sure to scroll
all the way through the newsletter for information about upcoming events.
Keep reading for information about May Read Alouds, staff updates, some
health information, classified employee of the year and news about the
upcoming partial solar eclipse.
Dates to Remember:
03/29 - No School - Spring Break Starts
04/01-04/05 - No School - Spring Break
04/08 - School resumes
04/15-04/19 - Exceptional Abilities Week
 
April Read Aloud:
April Read Aloud Schedule

May Read Aloud:
May Read Aloud Schedule
The character trait of the month is Responsibility. We will be reading No David!
By David Shannon and The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers as we explore
this trait. Attached is the schedule.
 
Staff Update:

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1YtKBzhUJTNgNpaP9oV9OKMt9msReBucmN7gTq_bdypc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1fqs_oSCSYzIbdtszi0Z07Xe5nmiz5yBzzjV-h2xq_iA/edit


Blanca Pedro-Perez joins our team as the Night Custodian. Please join me in
welcoming Blanca Pedro-Perez to the team!
 
Health Information:
We love seeing your child at school - improving attendance is actually one of
our site goals! However, we do know that kiddos get sick and there will be
times they need to stay home. Please review the current district guidelines
regarding when and when not to send your student to school. Thank you.
 
Classified Employee of the Year:
Lori Smith is Sycamore Valley’s Classified Employee of the Year. Mrs. Smith is
a long time Sycamore para-educator and currently supports the third grade
team. Mrs. Smith is an invaluable member of the team. Mrs. Smith jumps in to
support students across the school - from extra duty on rainy days to
explaining kickball rules to the first graders - whatever the ask, Mrs. Smith is
there to support kiddos. Congratulations Mrs. Smith!
 
Solar Eclipse:
On April 8th there will be a solar eclipse (partial here in the Bay Area). We
have ordered eclipse viewing eye glasses for everyone and have planned to
be out for a few minutes to view the eclipse at 11:10-11:15 a.m. I still
remember viewing an eclipse with my school when I was in 3rd grade (we had
to make our own viewing sunglasses).  

Events Calendar, Shark Fund and PTA information below - keep
scrolling!!

Thank you,
Patricia Kawahara

GO SHARKS!
 

IMPORTANT DATES

Incoming New TK & K Students Enrollment - Now Open
Incoming New 1st - 5th Grade Students Enrollment - Now Open

03/29 - No School - Spring Break Starts
04/01 - 04/05 - No School Spring Break
04/08 - School resumes
04/10 - Dippin' Dot Sales
04/12 - Deadline to sign up for the Variety Show
04/15-04/19 - Exceptional Abilities Awareness Week
04/16 - SLAM Science Builder's Challenge 

https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Educational-Services/Student-Services/Health-Services/Illness-Guidelines/index.html


04/22 - SLAM Science Fair.
05/01 - Variety Show Dress Rehearsal 1:00 PM in MPR
05/02 - Variety Show 6:00 PM in MPR
05/16 - Open House

 

Sycamore Valley’s Auction 2024
We did it again, we blew the lid off the goal!!!  
 

Over $115,000 NET PROFITOver $115,000 NET PROFIT
from Auction!!! from Auction!!! 

 

An Enormous Thank You To:  

The Auction Team: ️



Our School Staff & Faculty:
Thank you to our teachers, staff and faculty for the support of the auction team
and our Sharks.

Fund A Need Hero:
Mr. Bob Butler -For the highest Fund A Need bid. Your paddle bid broke the
record for the past 10 years! We are forever grateful! 
 

Highest Bidder:
David and Cindy Watkins 
Thank you for supporting our Sharks! 
 

Our Top Donors:
1. Steele Family - 49ers
2. Carter Family - Warriors
3. Pickering Family - Blackhawk CC 
4. Shugrue Family - Garage Kings 
5. Wilson Family - Bishop Ranch 
6. Vonnegut Family - Wine Lot 

7.  Sharky & his VIP tables - Disney 
*Over $20K raised by this. 
 

Auction Sponsors ️: Best Guys
1. Mr. Bob Butler - Lloyd W. Aubry Co. - Grandfather of Sycamore

Kids! 
2. Joe Kehrig - Kehrig Team - Sycamore Alumni! 
3. Sameer Misson - Wine Sponsor - Sycamore Dad!
4. Mark Lafiguera - Entertainment Sponsor / Best DJ Ever-

Sycamore Dad!
5. Jen Larsen - Arrive Reality - Decor 

*Over $20K in donations 
 

Top Business Donor:
San Ramon Valley Dentistry
Isola Osteria
*Over $7K in donations 



️This incredible event would not have been possible without the HARD
work of the committee, and the EXTREME GENEROSITY of the many
people who supported it! 
 

THANK YOU to our Incredible
SYCAMORE Community for

SHINING ️ BRIGHT for our KIDS!  
 
With Sincere Gratitude, 
Your 2024 Auction Chairs

 

If you have not done so already, you are welcome to order school photos.
Here is the link.



https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley
You will need to know your child's student number. This can be found in your
parent portal. 

 

Attendance Line

Please call the attendance line 
to report an absence:

925-855-2898
AR 5113 States that all absences which are not cleared

within two days after a student's return to school shall be
recorded as unexcused (CUT). 

Reminder:
If your child will be absent from school, please call the attendance line

(925) 855-2898. State your name and relationship, your child's name, grade

https://www.ciphotoca.com/sycamorevalley


and teacher name along with the reason for absence. If your child is ill, please
let us know what symptoms your child is experiencing.

If your child has COVID-19, please notify the school office.
If you choose not to leave illness details, you will receive a call from the
attendance office asking for more information.

It is our responsibility to maintain the health and safety of our school community and
we ask for your cooperation. Your student's private health information will not be
shared beyond administrative or nursing staff.

Note: Even if you have notified your child's teacher, please call the attendance line
to record the absence!

Thank you.
  

Reminder: Reminder: 
If you need to drop-off items for yourIf you need to drop-off items for your

child or their teacher, child or their teacher, 
please call the school officeplease call the school office

when you arrive at the main gate.when you arrive at the main gate.   
(925) 855-2800

 

 

Sign Up genius links:

General Lunch Recess Helpers, General Morning
Recess Helpers. 
 
Lunch Recess General Volunteers:
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-44467019-lunch
 
Sycamore General Recess Volunteers:
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-44466238-sycamore
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-44467019-lunch
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DAFA72DAAFAC25-44466238-sycamore


 
Click here for the Spiritwear Sale

The Sycamore Valley Spring Spirit Wear Sale is underway! Choose from hundreds of
designs and garments that are delivered to your home in days! You'll save 25% off
the entire site! New product lines include Nike and Adidas! Shop
at https://1stplace.sale/13542https://1stplace.sale/13542.

Free Shipping $75+ 

 

https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/CA/Danville/Sycamore+Valley+Elementary+School/collection_detail.html
https://1stplace.sale/13542


2024/2025 PTA Proposed Slate of Officers

 

Variety Show:
OUR VARIETY SHOW IS BACK FOR 2024

AND WE ARE SO EXCITED!!!
Does your child love to perform on stage? Would they like to present an

entertaining act of their choice in front of an audience? Solo or as a group,
we would love to see your rising star showcased in this year’s



Sycamore Valley Variety Show!
 

IMPORTANT 2024 VARIETY SHOW DATES:
Deadline to submit Variety Show Act Participation Information and

Music: Friday, April 12th
 
Variety Show Dress Rehearsal: Wednesday, May 1st at 1:00 PM in MPR
Variety Show: Thursday, May 2nd at 6:00 PM in MPR Please read the Variety
Show 2024 Handout (Attached Below)
for all information pertaining to this year’s show and how to get your act signed
up in time!

Variety Show 2024 Handout
If you have any questions, please contact:

Laurie Campbell, Marisa Montierth & Kali Fama Variety Show Directors

dancelm@mac.com marisamontierth@gmail.com kalifama@hotmail.com

 
San Ramon Childrens' Makers Market

Vidhra, in collaboration with the City of San Ramon, is thrilled to announce the
San Ramon Children's Makers Market taking place on May 4th, 2024, 10AM to
2PM at the Dougherty Station Community Arts Center in San Ramon. This
unique one-day marketplace empowers children (ages 7 to 17) to explore their
entrepreneurial ideas, receiving valuable feedback from genuine customers in
a real-world setting. It serves as an excellent platform for young minds to grasp
the intricacies of building a business marketplace. For more information,
interested children can contact thevidhra@gmail.com. Act quickly, as
applications will be closing soon.

https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/10943ecf-7401-4f18-8a30-a9ab3a9605c2.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:dancelm@mac.com
mailto:marisamontierth@gmail.com
mailto:kalifama@hotmail.com
mailto:thevidhra@gmail.com


 

Extracurricular Extension Programs for Grades 1 - 5 in the
subjects of Science, Language, Arts, Math and Research!

Battle of the Books: 
The book list for the 2023/2024 school year is here! A minimum of 
9 books (not 8 as previously misstated) must be read in order to compete in
the Spring tournament. 
May 8, 2024

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Science Fair:

Mark your calendars for the SLAM Science Fair coming this
Spring on Monday, April 22nd! Open to all 1st-5th graders, students will
answer scientific questions using The Scientific Method and present their

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mnsmeOiVooTHtVDL1mBVjn8mPVTXk9_TQYUIBEzeXC27ztcbEHj7tdbbqbHGK7w6HdJUeaufOumxwoMKFkdUXeTG0ccDlBVQIYTGcMU8zVBrc2PEjoshZz84tedSeSf9WenZvRUOTgR7gXQTANTIOmLBNMMqUdIsqUyKuB2gL-py4IJ5v_gvkXjRKXYkJjKM59TX30zmX7s=&c=1Y3tZww4_vICqWhpOlVyRUl24NfZ2dAfx9OV_hObcB7pDj4objvZEg==&ch=rSTxSWZcz5En4XT-YPgUU4EKcuBoPQY9xg9dCwQ4iASz5ybeH_TCdg==


experiment and findings in a tri-fold poster board presentation. If you want to
participate and haven't signed up yet, please sign up here by February 29th!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Science Builder's Challenge:

The Science Builder's Challenge is coming up on Tuesday, April 16th!  The
project goal of this year's challenge is to design, build, and launch a
trebuchet/catapult at a target 20 feet away.  If you want to participate and
haven't signed up yet, please sign up here by the end of March!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Odyssey of the Mind:

A huge congratulations are in order for our 3rd grade Odyssey of the Mind
team as they are now advancing to World Finals to be held in Iowa in May of
2024!!!  
Ethan K., Arnav K., Daniel K., Zoe L. Jaxon L., and Rohan S. came in 2nd
place at the State tournament, held on March 9, 2024 in Concord,
California. The top two teams advance to the World Finals. Previously, the
Sycamore team received the highest scores for their overall performance,
beating out 28 other teams at the Qualifying tournaments held on February 3
and 10, 2024. We are incredibly proud of this hardworking and phenomenal
team!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WordMasters: 

Our WordMasters 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders completed Challenge #2 this
month! Congratulations to 3rd graders Griffin Rapp, Leo Hermon, and Luca
Pignati, and 4th/5th Graders Zara Hermon, Karthik Jayaraman, Zoya
Kashif, and Lauren Eves for the highest scores this round. 2 challenges
down, 1 to go!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Research: 

The final research topic for this year is the SOLAR SYSTEM. Students can
pick any item related to the Solar System (e.g. Stars, Planets, Asteroids,
Comets, Galaxies, etc). Presentations should be trifold and/or poster board
only. Students may work individually or in pairs. Presentations are due Friday,
April 26th. Students should submit presentations to the front office to be
displayed in the library. Please email rajiedeol@gmail.comto get SLAM
credit.   

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 STEAM Art & Play: 

The next class is Tuesday, April 9th, at 2:30pm in the MPR. Your child(ren)
may only attend if they are signed up via the signup genius. Classes are
FULL, so if your child(ren) cannot attend, please delete their signup so that
their spot may be offered to someone on the waitlist.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SuperSTEM: 

Thank you to those students who turned in work for the February issue. Credit
will be given and work returned. The answer key to this issue may be

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040548A5A62FA7FD0-44466097-science#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A4CACA82CA46-44746772-science#/
mailto:rajiedeol@gmail.com


found here. The March/April issue of SuperSTEM is due Tuesday, April
30th. Please download, complete, and hand in the skills worksheets at the
front office SLAM bin. Please complete the following sections of the current
issue in order to receive full credit:  

Recap: Mini STEM Reads
Collision Course
What’s the Main Idea?
Expressions: Seaweed Growth
How Do Clouds Form?
Line Plot: Rainfall Amounts
Make a Bar Graph
Design a Sidewalk Light

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
SLAM Program signups are now open! 

Please sign up your students here. 
 
Most SLAM programs are best suited for 3rd-5th graders, however,
several programs this year are open to students from grades 1-2 also
(if there is enough interest and we have enough parent volunteers).

   Any questions about SLAM? 
Please email :  gosycamoreslam@gmail.com

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QbhNwVeaWwiNFm1txYvsJN_R-kW45LQ2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMqPYXecsOyxPXSW_-uMsJ1j8J-nhISq/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/view/sycamoreslam/sign-up?authuser=0
mailto:gosycamoreslam@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PqggT6SJlCnNjTIldX3z8wQSeO_Qp3SwCUDFPficH9jAPElNMeueWAh5k-LQySKeWIZ417B5nrjjxuSKP4nJ_KAlJDFEQxzutfIF4NChvUn7IZhlRCtUFddJWkQsYGvqQWcwa8AGnpE=&c=kC1H2iDCn77pNWo55da42Zp8GegqjKkuHk_uC7rll_6XrTUuMZ5qyw==&ch=UkJX_Hiyr2BCPXW-xZz2egRqPBB-xLfU4M7HHvvGyETm4VI4b2A4vQ==


 

 
Join Our Shark Fund Graphics Team and Dive into Creativity! 



 
Dippin’ Dot Calendar:
4/10, 4/27
Dippin Dot Pre-pay Punch Cards are Back!

 
Punch cards can be purchased for $25.00 at all Dippin Dot

Wednesday events with cash or check made payable to "Sycamore Shark
Fund” 

Prepay for 5 Dippin' Dots, get one free
Save time in line
No need to bring money to school
Families can share one card
100% of proceeds benefit your students at Sycamore

Shark Fund would like to Thank You for your support with our 
Wednesday Dippin' Dot Wednesday Fundraiser.

Dippin dots has sold over $8,000!!!!!!

Kindergarten Sales @ 11:30 am near the Kinder playground
1st-5th Grade Sales @ 12:50-1:10pm near the back MPR/blacktop entrance

Lost Punch Cards or any other Dippin Dot questions please contact
 Dippin' Dot Dana Claffey

925-407-7178 Dana.claffey@gmail.com 

mailto:Dana.claffey@gmail.com


 
Double the impact of your school donations with Corporate Match!

Follow these simple steps: https://srvef.org/matching-gifts/

https://srvef.org/matching-gifts/


 

 

Library Corner

Please help your reader find their missing library books, or replace the
book/pay the fine and let me know via email at:
 jprindiville@srvusd.net.

==============================================================================
Battle of the Books (3rd - 5th) --> Program Lead: Christiana at
analeung817(at)yahoo(dot)com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CAEA92FA31-battle1#/

Take Care,
Jen Prindiville
Library Media Coordinator
Sycamore Valley Elementary

 

mailto:jprindiville@srvusd.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4CAEA92FA31-battle1#/


Sharky Shout Out:

We did it again - WE BLEW the LID off! 

Auction over $115,000 NET PROFIT
  
Thank You to the Auction Chairs-
Katerina McCormack & Christine Hoffman 
Adele Young - Shark Fund President & Online Chair
Dana Claffey - PTA President & Auction Support Chair 

Thank you to Our TOP Donors 
1.   Steele Family 
2.   Carter Family 
3.   Pickering Family 
4.   Shugrue Family 
5.   Vonnegut Family
6.   Sharky & his VIP tables 
Your donations helped raise thousands!  

Thank you to Mr. Mark Lafiguera

 
 

Mark your calendar:



Date to Be Determined @ 4:00pm
The meeting will be virtual.

===============================================
More information about Site Council is available at:

https://syes.srvusd.net/Families/Site-Council/Site-Council/index.html
 

The Lost & Found rack is located at the front of school near the MPR.

With the change of weather our lost and found is growing!!!

Take a look at the rack and in the yellow bin.
You may be surprised and find a sweatshirt / jacket / or sweater that you

did not know was left behind.

Please make sure that your child's name is
marked in their clothing.

Smaller Lost & Found items are in the Office.
Water Bottles and Lunch Boxes are on the shelf in the MPR.

 

Black Dragon Chess - Spring 2024
Chess classes will be offered Thursday afternoons 2:35pm - 3:35pm.
Chess class will be held in our school library.
Mar. 14th - May 30th
No class during winter break.
See attached flyer to sign up.

Chess Enrichment Class
=====================================================

Brick Techniques: STEM Basics with Lego - Spring 2024
Grades 3 - 5th

https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/406d1de7-6174-4e9b-9f01-00bfe9e1ac90.pdf?rdr=true


April 8 - May 20, 2024
2:30pm - 4:00pm Science Room
See attached flyer to sign up

Prime Robotics with Lego
================================================================

Brick Techniques: STEM with Lego - Spring 2024
Grades K - 2nd
Jan. 29 - Mar. 25, 2024
2:30pm - 4:00pm School Library
See attached flyer to sign up

STEM with Lego

=====================================================

Sports Camp - Winter 2024 - Session #3 - 1/18-3/14
Description: This Multi-Sport program combines all your favorite sports into one
action-packed after-school enrichment experience. Each week participants will learn
the fundamentals of a new sport through PLAY! Sports include: Baseball,
Basketball, Capture the Ball, Dodgeball, Flag Football, Soccer, Volleyball, and
Ultimate Disc! Skyhawks Coaches provide a positive environment where young
athletes can develop at their own pace with lots of encouragement and a big focus
on FUN! Your child will leave with new skills, new friends, and a new love for
sports!  

Sports Camp Flyer

 

Child Nutrition

Meals Provided @ Sycamore
Breakfast & Lunch will be provided at no cost to all students that

request a meal at school.

MENUS
 

For more information about the meals, please visit the Child Nutrition Website.
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-
Nutrition/index.html

Job Opening at Sycamore
Kitchen Assistant

https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/159774c4-7270-4fe2-9aa4-d244ce6e66b3.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/dab540b5-df7e-42dd-ba04-869933e37e9b.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/155ff164101/eb2de023-e9c8-4dfe-bbaa-ec7b738b0a03.pdf?rdr=true
https://srvusd.nutrislice.com/menu/menus-eula
https://www.srvusd.net/Departments/Business-Services/Child-Nutrition/index.html


Monday - Friday
10:00am - 1:45pm
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